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Use the following prompts to help compose an insightful and compelling prepared essay or oratory on 
the topic of this year’s theme. You may base your work on original thoughts regarding any of the topics 
below, or choose your own topic related to this year’s theme. Be sure to define your topic clearly within 
your work. Your submission may take the form of a personal narrative, academic dissertation, or persua-
sive argument. Please note that fictional narratives are appropriate for the Short Fiction competition.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is reported to have said, “Those who are merciful will be 
shown mercy by the Most Merciful. Be merciful to those on the earth and the One in the heavens will 

have mercy upon you.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhī 1924).

“No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted.” – Aesop

“Holding anger is a poison. It eats you from the inside. We think that hating is a weapon that attacks the 
person who harmed us. But hatred is a curved blade. And the harm we do, we do to ourselves.”– Mitch 
Albom, The Five People You Meet in Heaven. In light of this quotation, how can forgiveness be a path to 

compassion?

The fragrance always stays in the hand that gives the rose. ~ Hada Bejar

In Surah Tawbah, Allah (s.w.t.) describes “The believing men and believing women are allies of one an-
other,” and goes on to say, “Allah will have mercy upon them, for Allah is Almighty and Wise.” (9:71) How 

can companionship and unity be a means of earning Allah’s mercy?

“Although a smile doesn’t cost anything, it’s a priceless way to repay someone for their kindness.” – 
Robert Chancy

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do 
that.” – Martin Luther King Jr

“How far that little candle throws his beams! / So shines a good deed in a weary world.” – William 
Shakespeare

 “Grief can be the garden of compassion. If you keep your heart open through everything, your pain can 
become your greatest ally in your life’s search for love and wisdom.” – Rumi


